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Tuesday, October 21, 2025
Biergarten (Pavilion) opens at 4:00pm
Retzlaff Hall opens at 4:30pm
Virtual tickets $15 (envelopes in the library)

German Sausage
German Potato Salad
German Chocolate Cake

Best costume (Individual and Couple)
Best Polka
Best Yodeler (Male and Female)

Free Beer Tasting in the Biergarten
(while supplies last)
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&

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH
PROGRAM IN FORCE

el

i

RESPONSE TEAM

Neighborhood Watch - meets every 3" Monday - 3pm - Retz Hall

Everyone Welcome -- building a safer community together. It's all about
neighbors looking out for neighbors! - learning & preparing to help
ourselves and other neighbors "in case of".... and - becoming the "extra
eyes & ears” for Harlingen & Combes Police Department. Our Harlingen
Fire Dept also plays a role and that's why we know about CERT -
Community Emergency & Response Team. (to be addressed later).

Our Sunshine NW meets monthly - 3@ Monday 3pm Retz Hall.

Mary Grande makes the monthly schedule. We appreciate having a NW
Patrol each evening. You will be fully oriented. We also have a Orange
NW Vest for patrol. The NW Patrol Golf Cart is parked by the Office.

Re: Neighborhood Watch..... “Bad Guys" are always looking for a handout
- so leaving your home or car unlocked is a grand invitation. NW is one of
the oldest and most effective crime prevention programs in the country,
bringing citizens together with Law Enforcement to deter crime and make
our community safer. NW empowers communities to become active in
emergency preparedness as well as to know what to do during a
hurricane and/or a community disaster. Two Harlingen PD Officers are
assigned for us. A sign-up sheet will be posted in our Library.

Benefits of NW - crime reduction, better quality of life, greater sense of
security, responsibility and personal control, and builds community pride.
Sunshine CC Estates is the premier NW in our area. We formed after
Hurricane Dolly's visit - having to deal with looting and such by the local
Bad Guys. We are very proud of our relationship with the Harlingen and
Combes Police Departments.
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CERT: Community Emergency Response Team is another neighborhood-
based team that receives special training via the Harlingen Fire
Deparitment to recognize, respond to and assist with recovery from
disasters and emergencies. CERT skills can also apply to daily
emergencies.

(At the moment, we do not have an active CERT Team (but it can happen).
CERT was created to help coordinate volunteer activities that will make
our communities safer, stronger and better able to be prepared to
respond to an emergency. The CERT Program educates volunteers about
disaster preparedness for hazards that may occur where they live. We
started our CERT Team following Hurricane Dolly in July 2008.

The program is taught by the Harlingen Fire Department and offers a
consistent, nationwide approach to volunteer training and organization
that professional responders rely on during disaster situations. This
allows us to focus on more complex tasks. It provides opportunities for
residents to participate in a range of measures to make their families,
their homes and their communities safer from the threats of crime and
disasters of all kinds.

FEMA works with State and local agencies to design training programs.
“We are the help until the professional First Responders arrive’l We are
the force multiplier - taking care of tasks such as checking on our
residents, on our homes etc. following an evacuation and/or dangerous
events on areas discovered. This helps the overworked professionals
focus on more dangerous and critical tasks.

The history of CERT - it became a National program in 1993. Currently,
all 50 states have a CERT program including many Tribal Nations and U.S.
Territories. Each is unique to its community and all are essential to
building a culture of preparedness in the United States. There are more
than 3200 local CERT programs nationwide and more than 600,000 people
have been trained since CERT became a national program.

CERT Training is designed to cover the following: Disaster Preparedness,
Fire Safety, Disaster Medical Ops, assessment, treatment and hygiene,
Light Search & Rescue, Team Organization, Disaster Psychology and

Terrorism.
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CERT Training promotes a partnering effort between emergency services
and the people they serve. The goal is for Emergency personnel to train
members of neighborhoods and communities or workplaces with basic
response skills. Sunshine CERT members are then integrated into the
emergency response team capability for their area (we will not be
working for the City).

»€

This is roughly a 20-hour course including classroom and practical.

Some of the classes will be taught here. There will be a fair number of
“practical” lessons at the Fire House such as putting out a real fire,
attending medical emergencies, and rescuing a person under a pile of
debris, etc.. You will enjoy having an up-close exposure to the Fire House
and learning how local emergency phone calls are handled.

The 6 week class can handle 20 students. There is no fee. Chief Darrell
Loftus is currently teaching Firemen recruits. Our program can get on
the schedule if enough folks are interested. You must attend all the
classes. We will have one day a week assigned with location and lesson
plans. Each class will be about 3 hours. A Sign-up sheet will be in the
Library.

Lenore & John Combs - 956 245 1276

* Sav-A-Life CPR class (3 hours) day November, , 2025

- Retz Hall - time to be assigned W
Wi 2
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