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SEPO Board: President 

 
From the President’s Desk – December Newsletter  

Dear Homeowners, 

As we close out another year together, I want to take a moment to reflect on the many things 
that make our community special. This season always brings a special sense of togetherness to 
our 55+ community, and I’m reminded of how fortunate we are to live among such caring and 
engaged neighbors. December is always a season of gratitude, celebration, and looking ahead - 
and I’m proud of what we’ve accomplished as a community in 2025. 

As we step into 2026, our priorities will include: 

 Continuing improvements to our common areas. 
 Reliable irrigation source. 
 Improving our roads. 
 Greater involvement in our voting process. 

We have 3 SEPO Board of Directors positions opening. Serving on the Board is a meaningful way 
to support the future of our community, help guide improvements, and ensure that all voices 
are represented. If you’ve ever considered stepping into a leadership role, this is a wonderful 
opportunity. We are also looking for volunteers to serve on the Nominating Committee, which 
helps identify and recommend qualified candidates. If you are interested, or simply want to 
learn more, please reach out to the office or any current Board member. Your involvement, big 
or small, makes a tremendous impact. 
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Our next Regular Board Meeting is Monday, December 8th at 1PM in the Hall, followed by the 
Residents Meeting on Tuesday, December 9th at 1PM. We will be announcing our Nominating 
and Election Committee chairpersons at the Regular Board Meeting. If you wish to help with 
either of these committees, please attend. 

With the holidays upon us, you may notice more visitors, family gatherings, and deliveries 
throughout the month. Please continue to drive slowly and attentively, especially around 
corners and near homes with decorations or extra vehicles. A little extra caution keeps our 
community safe and enjoyable for everyone. 

I want to personally thank each of you for your commitment to making our neighborhood not 
just a place to live, but a true community. Whether you’ve volunteered, attended events, or 
simply offered a friendly wave to a neighbor, you’ve contributed to the spirit that makes our 
HOA thrive. 

As we wrap up the year, I hope each of you finds time to enjoy the simple joys of the season - 
twinkling lights, festive meals, quiet mornings, and cherished moments with loved ones. Thank 
you for helping make our community a place we’re proud to call home. Let’s carry that spirit 
into the new year together. 

Warm Wishes, 

Randy Davis 
SEPO Board President 

Metronet/T-Mobile Update 
Hi all! So, Metronet/T-Mobile told us at our first meeting that they were going to be offering a 
special rate/package to Sunshine residents. They are planning a couple of meetings here at 
Sunshine to explain what they are offering. I don’t have that information yet but hope that I get 
their plans soon. I know that flyers have been in the mail offering pre-signup, but I would 
recommend waiting for the meetings before doing anything. I will send information as soon as 
I get it. 
  
Thanks! 
-Tom Perrier, SEPO Board 
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Communications 

 

SEPO Emails: 

I know there’s been lots of discussions in various meetings about the upcoming activities for 
December and even into January. Keep sending me your info and I’ll get the emails out for you. 
I’m even contemplating sending emails as soon as I get them, instead of waiting until overnight, 
since things are moving so quickly now that we are well into our Winter Season. I’ll let you know 
 if I start doing that daily. Reminder: the current email guidelines are here: 
https://www.sunshinecountryclub.com/guidelines-sepoemails  
-Beth Parrish, SEPO Email Manager 
 
Website: 

 I did have a volunteer to take over the “Mr. Fix-It” list and will provide her info soon. 
 The 2-pager is your best bet at viewing an up-to-date list of activities/meetings. 

It is both at the bottom of this Newsletter and on the website 
(https://www.sunshinecountryclub.com/summary-winter-2025-2026) 

 Taking resident pictures is on hold. Watch for more info soon. 
 Let me know whenever you see anything that needs to be corrected/updated on ANY 

web page. 
-Beth Parrish, Sunshine Website Administrator 
 
SEPO 2026 Election Committee 
I know I haven’t formally been appointed as the Election Committee chairperson yet (that 
happens at the December 8 Board meeting), but I have told the Board I would do it for one final 
year. I have had the website Manager (OH – that’s me) create a page for the Election Committee 
(https://www.sunshinecountryclub.com/board-election-comm-2026). Very soon I will be 
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working on some of the preliminary tasks. And, of course, that means I will be needing 
volunteers to work with me on the committee. The bulk of the work is in January and on 
Election Day on February 17. Several of you have helped in the past and I would love to work 
with you again. This is a great way to learn the ‘behind the scenes’ tasks of actually creating and 
distributing those infamous ballots. And if anyone wants to ‘shadow’ me, in anticipation of 
possibly being the chairperson next year, I would love that. Look for more info and requests to 
verify your directory info to start hitting your email boxes soon. 
-Beth Parrish, SEPO 2026 Election Committee Chairperson 
 

Women’s Club:  President 

 
Happy December!! What a joy it is to reach this beautiful, festive month together. As the lights 
go up and our calendars fill with gatherings, I’m reminded of how lucky we are to share this 
season—and this community—with such caring, thoughtful neighbors. 

This month is special for our club—it’s election season! We’ll be announcing nominations at our 
December meeting, and if you’ve ever felt a little tug on your heart to get more involved, this 
might be your moment. New ideas and helping hands are what keep our club lively, welcoming, 
and full of purpose. A heartfelt thank-you to our nominating committee—Judy Stone, Liz 
Deitrick, and Jill Ventrello—for their time, care, and dedication in talking with potential 
nominees. 

Please join us for our next meeting on Friday, December 19th at 9:00 AM in Retzlaff Hall. We’ll 
be talking about community upgrade projects, Board updates, election candidates, and the 
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various “hot topics” that always spark great conversation. There’s something wonderful about 
being in a room full of friendly faces, sharing ideas and a few laughs along the way. 

To add a little extra holiday fun, we’ll also be having an Ugly Sweater Contest at this meeting! 
So, dust off your silliest, sparkliest, or most outrageous holiday sweater and wear it with pride. 
Cute, quirky, or truly “ugly”—they are all welcome and will definitely add to the smiles in the 
room. 

Of course, it wouldn’t be a Women’s Club meeting without apple fritters, pastries, and plenty of 
coffee. And don’t forget—wear your name tag or bring your Women’s Club merchandise and 
you’ll be entered in our door prize drawing. It’s our little way of adding a sprinkle of extra fun to 
the morning. 

Our Activity Director, Mary Hull, will be sharing all the upcoming events for December in this 
newsletter, so there will be lots to look forward to as we celebrate this joyful season. 

Wishing each of you a peaceful, warm, and memory-filled holiday month. I look forward to 
seeing your smiling faces—and your delightfully “ugly” sweaters—on December 19th. 

-Pam Davis. Women’s Club President           
Phone: 214-516-4844 

Holiday Helpers Needed! 

 

If you’re available on Monday, December 1st from 3–6 PM, we’d love your 
help in Retzlaff Hall as we put up the Christmas trees and decorate for the 
season!  We’ll have eggnog, hot chocolate, and plenty of snacks to keep us 
merry while we work! 
 
Thank you in advance! Many hands make light work, and it’s always more fun 
when we do it together. Looking forward to celebrating this beautiful holiday 
season with all of you! 
-Pam Davis 
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WOMEN’S CLUB: Activity Director 

 
Women’s Club Upcoming Activities: 

Saturday, December 6th will be our annual Bake and Craft sale chaired by Nancy Lyne.  She will 
have a signup sheet for crafters in the library 10 days before the event.  I have seen some of the 
beautiful creations of our members. Many of us would love to purchase something you’ve made. 
Be sure to sign up for a booth! And of course, she will need lots of goodies for the bake sale. 
Last year, I saw first-hand all the yummy goodies that were for sale. WOW! What an assortment! 
Plus, there will be door prizes. Don’t miss out on this annual December function. Nancy will be 
announcing the times shortly.  Watch for a SEPO Email and mark your calendars! 

Christmas is just around the corner on Thursday, December 25th, and Women’s Club Volunteers 
will once again be preparing a delicious meal!   The committee is going to require many elves to 
make this a very special Christmas! Many of us are away from families at this time of year, so 
we will try to make it a memorable day. Pam Davis has graciously offered to step in as chair if 
we can’t find someone else to take it on.  She already has a lot on her plate, so if you want to fill 
this spot, please let me know. Watch for a SEPO Email for details! 

Then the New Years Eve party follows on December 31st with Patricia Lay again agreeing to host 
it.  As of now, it will be a DJ, Philip Lay, providing the music. Send him some suggestions of your 
favorites! Patricia will provide more details later but I’m sure she would be happy to see more 
names on the list to be part of her team. Let’s say goodbye to 2025 and hello to 2026 with an 
evening of fun! Auld Lang Syne! Watch for Details!!!! (More information later in this Newsletter.) 

I can’t end this without thanking everyone for their support in Women’s Club activities this past 
year. Whether you chaired or were on one of the teams, you purchased tickets to attend an 
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event, helped decorate or clean up afterwards and in so many other ways, THANK YOU! This is 
OUR community, and it is wonderful to be a part of it.  That’s all for now!!  

-Mary Hull, Women’s Club Activity Director    Phone: 612-695-1600 

Jefferson Elementary Christmas Program Update! 

 
Our first annual Jefferson Elementary Christmas Program will be happening Wednesday, 
December 10th at 9am.  I visited this Harlingen school, meeting with my contact and he is 
thrilled that we plan on making this an annual thing. The backpacks are stuffed with shiny new 
things, the pillows are covered with fabulous cases, new caps on their heads will put smiles on 
their faces. Santa and Mrs. Claus will delight them with a toy for every girl and boy. Music will 
resound throughout their hall as we wish a Merry Christmas to them all!  Thank you to all who 
gave of their time, talent and treasure to these children who are so in need! 

-Mary Hull Phone: 612-695-1600 

Golf Cart Caroling 

 
Golf Cart Caroling will be Friday, December 19, with Pre-Party at Share Nelson's house 1929 W 
Indiana Circle at 4:00! Bring snacks to share & BYOB! Caroling begins at 5:00. If you have 
Christmas attire, feel free to wear it. On Wednesday, December 17, we meet at Retzlaff Hall at 
1:00 for song selection and practice. All are welcome! The more, the merrier! 

We need a Santa and Mrs. Santa!!!   
 

-Patricia and Phillip Lay   Phone: 425-275-2309 
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Men’s Golf 

 

 
 

It’s not too late to join the Men’s Golf League Every Tuesday morning.  The cost is only $40.00 
which covers play and prize funds for the entire league through March, the league tournament, 
and the pizza party following the tournament.  There are two tee times to accommodate 
everyone’s schedule.  Tee times are 8:30 and 10:15 with team draw at 8:15 and 10:00 
SHARP!!!  Come on out - it’s laid back and a great way to meet new people!!   

Contact Matt Lyne (308) 870-1423 or Jerry Wetherbee (425) 418-3345 

Women’s Golf 

 
Our golf league started on November 5, and our first meeting was on November 19. I want to 
thank Dana Szretter for all her help in making an easy transition for me.   
 
We observe winter golf hours starting Wednesday, December 3 with a start time of 9:30.  
Our next meeting will be December 17 in Retzlaff Hall at 9:00.  
 
Our first event will be Guest Day on January 7. We need to reschedule our fundraiser date of 
February 7 and need a chairman.  
  
-Gloria Voth, President  Phone: 507-217-9657  
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Sunshine Heroes Wall of Honor 

 
It is that time of year again. We recently celebrated Veterans Day and are thinking about our 
service or that of a loved one. It is for this reason that we have an “Honor Wall”. 
 
It seems that the enthusiasm for this project has slowed. There are so many new homeowners 
that I thought I would put out the word again about our Honor Wall. I want to remind our 
residents that this is an ongoing project and costs you nothing. 
 
All new residents and existing residents can be recognized for their service to their country and 
community. If you or your spouse served in the military, or served as police officers, fire-fighters 
or first responders, we would like to honor you for your service. All you need to do is fill out an  
application form.  These forms are available in the office.  Check with Valerie to get one, or see 
me. My information is below. 
 
Fill out the form and include a picture you want displayed and return it to the office or me. The 
picture you provide will be copied and returned. Please be sure to include your address here in 
the estates so that I can return your picture. If you want a current picture, I can be available to 
take one. Feel free to contact me at the information provided below. All name plates and 
pictures that are placed on the wall and in the book should remain there indefinitely. 
 
Thank you for your donations to this project. I hope to hear from you in the near future. If 
anyone would like to see where the donations are being spent, please contact me. 
 
Thank You for Your Service. 
Jim Tennant    4161 N Missouri 
616-866-9960   Email: jimbuck1050@yahoo.com  

This Photo by Unknown Author is 
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Water Aerobics 

 
There are two Water Aerobics Sessions held at the Sunshine Pool, year-round, every Monday 
through Friday. The first session is held from 8:25am to about 9:20am. According to instructor 
Genie Newsome, the class focuses on flexibility and stretching, helping you with your mobility 
and balance. The workouts are set to music. We welcome newcomers, and you don’t need to 
know how to swim to participate. Even if you have never done this before, why not give it a 
try?  All fitness levels are welcome.  We have a lot of fun and hope to see you there! 

The second session begins at 9:30am. According to Instructor Cathy Chajec, they play 
instructional CDs with music and have at least 5 different sessions, one for each day of the week! 
Some participants use pool noodles, while others use deep water belts. Cathy has a new series 
of water aerobics called “We Coach”. It is very good and easy to understand.  It is a great series 
and provides a total body workout.  

We hope to see you at the Pool!!! 

-Cathy Chajec                                            
Phone: 708-280-8910           

Email: ccsayjack@gmail.com  
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Monday Night Euchre 

 
Everyone is welcome on Monday Nights at 6:30 pm in the Card Room for Euchre. Beginners or 
experienced - your dollar (entrance fee) and dimes (Euchres) are always appreciated. All 
donations are distributed to first, second, third place winners, most loners and low scores will 
get a refund of their entrance fee.  
Join us for a great time! Any questions call: 
-John Chajec  
Phone: 708-280-8940 

Art Painting Club 

 
The Art Painting Club has started here at Sunshine Estates. We had nine artists gather for our first 
meeting. All levels of artistic abilities are welcome. Bring your own supplies or share them with a friend. 
This club is a “work in progress”, with talks of many ideas in the weeks to come! Come be a part of the 
fun! We meet in Retzlaff Hall every Tuesday 1:00-4:00. Hosted by…… 

-Jane Meehan     -Janee Bledsoe                
Phone: 218-393-7611    Phone: 956-207-4318 

Email: janemeehan99@yahoo.com 
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Line Dancing 

 
My Monday line dance class is from 10:00 to 12:00 in Retzlaff Hall. It is suggested that you have 
some line dance experience for this class. We do different levels of dances from beginner to 
intermediate. You are welcome to join us or observe to see if you are interested.  
I would love to have some new participants. The more the merrier!  
Call if you have questions. Leave a message and I’ll get back to you.  
 
-Donna Myers 
Phone: 956-245-0188 

O’Clockers Golf Scramble 

 

The O’Clockers Golf Scramble is held Every Day. Currently, we are playing at 4:00. Time may 
change throughout the year, depending on daylight savings or standard time, heat or 
sunset time. We meet 15 minutes before start time beside the shuffleboard court. Open to all 
golfers in the community. It does not matter if you are a beginner or a pro. We divide up into 
teams and head out to play. It is always a fun time! 
 
I would love for you to join us. If you have any questions, please call me. Leave message as I do 
not answer unknown callers. I will get back to you. 
 
-Donna Myers Phone: 956-245-0188 
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New Year’s Eve Party & Karaoke 

 
New Years Eve Party - December 31, 2025, 8pm until 12 Midnight in Retzlaff Hall. 
Music by DJ Phillip. Dancing, and Fun! Bring a snack to share! BYOB! There will be a signup sheet 
in the library soon. $5.00 each. Includes a Champagne Toast!   
See you at the Hall! 
-Phillip & Patricia Lay and our team!! 
 

Fishing Club 

 
There will be a Fishing Club Meeting on Wednesday, December 10 at 6:00 pm in Retzlaff Hall. 
It is important for all fishing club members and those interested in joining the club to attend.   
We will be voting for officer positions and need people to step up. We did not have any 
nominations or volunteers at our meeting in November.  If we do not have any volunteers at 
our December meeting, we will need to dissolve the club. 
If anyone has nominations or questions, please feel free to contact Deb DesLauriers-Eich at 715-
821-4552; Bill Peterson at 507-291-7106; or Pat Heinerikson at 816-810-2862. 
 
Thank you. 
-Deb DesLauriers-Eich 

 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed 
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Sunshine Garden Club 

 

 
-Susanne Ulrich, Garden Club 
Phone: 507-351-0647 
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Neighborhood Watch News 

                                      
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to one and all!   

There will be no Neighborhood Watch Meeting for December. 

We will have an important Meeting on Monday, January 5 at 3pm in Retzlaff Hall. (We always 
meet on the 3rd Monday of the Month.) Goodies provided, too!  

One survey I came across noted that about 49 million Americans (nearly 19% of us) have had at 
least one package stolen in the past 12 months. So, a few Holiday Crime Tips could be helpful.  

Do not tip-off the Bad Guys on the web! The anonymity of the internet can encourage us to 
share personal info without fully realizing that there may be hundreds of complete strangers 
receiving our daily musings.  Think twice about posting your vacation on the web. Be careful 
what you say on your answering machine & voice mail too.  Also – better to leave your curtains 
& shutters exactly as you usually keep them, as noticeable changes could hint that you are not 
around.   

What about lights?  Do not leave your lights on at home throughout your entire vacation to 
make it look like someone else is in the house.   

Unplug the TV, computer, toaster oven, and other such appliances to protect them from power 
surges.  This will help you save power, too.  Either place a “stop” order on mail & newspapers 
or arrange to have a friend pick them up while you are away.   

Remove your spare keys from your hiding places – the Bad Guys will love to check where one 
can be found. 
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How about Porch Theft?  Have packages delivered to Neighbors or reschedule deliveries.  Do 
not leave deliveries on the porch. Consider a Security Camera. 

Grinch-proof your holiday stuff. Shut it off at night. Set up a surveillance. Crime-proof the yard. 
Use good sense.   

Visit the NW-CERT Display in the Library/Lounge for additional Neighborhood Watch information 
& volunteer opportunities. Postings are kept current. 

Thank You! 

-Lenore Combs  

Phone: 956-245-1276 
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From the Editor 

 

Although we each have our own Holiday Celebrations and Traditions, there is really something 
heartwarming about being part of a special community at Christmastime. We sometimes take 
for granted the Blessings that we share in being part of Sunshine Country Club Estates. We’ve 
met new neighbors and made new friends. Some have joined in a few of the wonderful activities 
and clubs that our community offers. Some may prefer to enjoy belonging to a small group of 
close friends. Whatever your preference, living here is truly a gift!  

I am grateful for the support and kindness I have been receiving since becoming the SEPO 
Newsletter Editor! Every single one of the contributors to the Newsletter has been so helpful 
and friendly, patiently answering my myriads of questions. On a personal note, I would like to 
especially thank Beth Parrish for her kindness and patience as I’ve taken over this challenge! 

Thank you to everybody who has taken the time to submit articles for their club and group 
activities. Your contributions and promptness truly turn my JOB into my JOY! 

Whatever you have planned for the Holiday Season, I wish you good health, safety and many, 
many Blessings! 

Merry Christmas, Everyone!!!     

-Cyndi Skidmore, SEPO Newsletter Editor 

Email: seponewsletter@gmail.com 
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For the Winter Season’s activities, approved by the office to date, see the 2-Pager below. – Beth P 
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