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    SEPO Board: President 

    
Good day, homeowners and renters! 

As we move through what has been a long and challenging winter, I want to take a 
moment to acknowledge the patience and resilience of everyone in our community 
at Sunshine Country Club Estates. 

A Winter of Disruption — and Progress 

This season has not been an easy one. Between the installation work for fiber 
internet and the important roof project at Retzlaff Hall, there has been noticeable 
disruption to our daily routines. Equipment, crews, noise, and shifting schedules 
have all tested our flexibility. However, these projects are necessary improvements 
that will serve our community for years to come. 

The fiber internet installation represents an investment in modern infrastructure. 
Reliable, high-speed connectivity is no longer a luxury — it is essential for work, 
communication, entertainment, and property value. While the process has been 
inconvenient, the long-term benefit will be significant for both homeowners and 
renters. 

The roof replacement at Retzlaff Hall has been even longer in the making. Frankly, 
this is a project that has been deferred time and again — the proverbial “can kicked 
down the road.” Continuing to postpone it was no longer responsible. Addressing 
it now protects one of our most important community assets and prevents more 
costly repairs in the future. Though it has taken time and required patience, we are 
finally taking care of what needed to be done. 
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Improving How We Work Together 

These projects may also mark the beginning of positive changes in how we operate 
as a board and community. 

At the request of our employees, the board will begin holding monthly meetings 
with staff. These meetings will ensure everyone is on the same page regarding 
priorities, schedules, and responsibilities. Clear communication and alignment will 
help us work more efficiently, increase accountability, and avoid 
misunderstandings. This is a constructive step forward, and we appreciate our 
employees for requesting it. 

In addition, I am asking each area board director to identify two community 
members to assist them in forming small working committees. My hope is that this 
will: 

 Increase participation and engagement. 
 Bring fresh ideas and perspectives. 
 Create continuity and leadership development. 
 Encourage future board members to step forward. 

Strong communities rely on shared responsibility. These committees can become a 
pathway for involvement and long-term stability in our governance. 

Clear Communication Going Forward 

To ensure fairness, accountability, and proper follow-up, all complaints, ideas, 
suggestions, and requests must now be submitted in writing — either through a 
written form or by email — and must include your name and phone number. 

This is not meant to create barriers. Instead, it allows us to: 

 Track concerns accurately. 
 Respond more efficiently. 
 Maintain clear records. 
 Ensure issues are addressed appropriately. 
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Verbal or anonymous complaints are difficult to manage and often lead to 
misunderstandings. Written communication helps everyone. The 
suggestion/complaint form can be found here: 
https://www.sunshinecountryclub.com/suggestion-complaint-idea 

Looking Ahead to March 

Our March Regular Board Meeting will be on Monday, March 9 at 1:00pm in 
Retzlaff Hall, & will include discussion and potential decisions on several important 
matters, including: 

 Speed bumps 
 A recycling bin 
 A large dumpster 
 Roof project costs 
 And other key community issues 

Your participation matters. These decisions affect all of us, and community input is 
valuable. I strongly encourage you to attend. Residents Meeting will be on Tuesday, 
March 10 at 1:00pm in Retzlaff Hall. 

For those of you leaving in the coming weeks, safe travels and we will see you in 
Fall. We hope you stay connected and see the positive changes forthcoming.  

This winter has been demanding, but it has also been productive. We have a great 
group of board members and are addressing long-delayed maintenance, upgrading 
infrastructure, and improving how we operate as a board. These are positive steps 
toward strengthening Sunshine Country Club Estates for the future. 

Thank you all for your patience, involvement, and commitment to our community. 

-Lisa Seiser, SEPO Board President  
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  Communications 

         

SEPO Emails (sepoenews@sunshinecountryclub.com): I will be on vacaƟon (and 
unreachable) from March 7 through March 16. One of your fellow Sunshiners has 
volunteered to send SEPO emails for me/you during this Ɵmeframe. We will be 
doing a ‘training’ session, but not before this NewsleƩer is published. So, I won’t 
know unƟl aŌer that what all can be included in the emails. For now, assume 
verbiage only. But it is possible that one aƩachment per email and pictures can also 
be included. 

Watch for an update on this (via SEPO email) before Saturday, March 7. 

Also, I do send SEPO emails year-round, so if you have anything during the summer 
months to send, that is fine. Bring it on. REMINDER: Not all Sunshine 
residents/renters use Facebook. Their info source is SEPO email. 

- Beth Parrish, SEPO Email Manager 

Sunshine website (sunshinecountryclubweb@gmail.com): I conƟnually try to keep 
the website updated. Due to my recent ElecƟon CommiƩee duƟes some pages are 
currently not up-to-date, but they are geƫng there. While I’m on vacaƟon website 
updates WILL NOT be made. REMINDER: If your Club/CommiƩee leaders are 
changing, please send those updates (along with the dates of their terms) to the 
website email address above. 

- Beth Parrish, Sunshine Website Manager 
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SEPO 2026 ElecƟon CommiƩee & Results: 

I want to personally congratulate the Newly Elected 2026 SEPO Board members: 
Phillip Lay, Bill Petersen (with an E!) and Tracy Wagner. Also, congratulaƟons to the 
Treasurer Assistant, Jeanne Boardman. She is a new resident and is already on the 
volunteer trail. And many thanks to those who are reƟring from the 2025 Board: 
Randy Davis and ScoƩ Kronshage. You served our community well. I know from 
personal experience being on the SEPO Board is not an easy ‘volunteer’ job, but it 
can be extremely rewarding. 
 
I want to thank the many resident volunteers who assisted me on the 2026 SEPO 
ElecƟon CommiƩee. That work could not have been accomplished without you. We 
did come away with lessons learned again this year, which I will be working with the 
2027 ElecƟon CommiƩee chairperson to incorporate into the ElecƟon CommiƩee 
Process Guide. That’s right, three years is enough for me as chairperson, although 
I’ve enjoyed it and have learned lots. 
 
And finally, here are three ‘facts’ resulƟng from the 2026 elecƟon: 

1. There were three open Board posiƟons and three owners who volunteered 
to run. Guess what, they all had at least one vote, so they were all elected to 
your 2026 SEPO Board. CongratulaƟons again. (See the names above.) 

2. We had one proposed Covenants change this year. 
(hƩps://www.sunshinecountryclub.com/elecƟon-2026-ballots) 
It was a super important vote. Hence, the campaign by lots of folks to get it 
‘approved’. However, as you can see from the chart on the following page, it 
did not get approved. I am not posiƟve, but I’m thinking you might see this 
ballot proposal again in the future. 

3. Finally, I thought it was important to point out, although the ballot 
submissions were slightly higher than I have seen in the previous two years, 
we sƟll had 58 owners who did not bother to submit a ballot, which is an 
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automaƟc NO vote. As our reƟring Board president stated many Ɵmes in the 
last couple of months. If you vote – and vote no – that is your choice. But if 
you do not bother to vote at all – why not? 

 
It has been my pleasure again this year to support this great community by chairing 
this commiƩee. Thx to everyone for supporƟng me. If anyone has any 2026 elecƟon 
quesƟons/comments feel free to contact me anyƟme. 
- Beth Parrish, 2026 ElecƟon CommiƩee Chairperson 
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Back in November when I was filling in for Valerie during her vacaƟon, a 
representaƟve from Universal Church Directories stopped in to talk about creaƟng 
a photo directory for our community.  I took all the informaƟon, thinking that this 
would be a wonderful thing to do during our 2026-2027 season (our last directory 
was done in 2020-2021).  I presented this project to the SEPO board at the February 
9th board meeƟng, and it was approved as a SEPO sponsored event.  At the Women’s 
Club meeƟng on February 20th, I talked about this project hoping to get a commiƩee 
started.  A huge thank you to Judy Stone and Jill Ventrello for chairing this project.  
Here is a summary of the details we know now: 

 Dates of photo sessions: several days in both December 2026 & 
January 2027 (exact dates TBD). 

 Every household photographed by Universal will receive a FREE 8 X 10 
portrait and directory booklet. 

 Universal will provide a professional studio right here in our 
community. 

 If you have pets, you are allowed to include them in your photo(s). 
 Bring props that express you and your personality such as instruments, 

sports equipment and hobby items. 
 The photo you pick for the directory booklet will also be posted on our 

community website under the secure resident secƟon. 
 This photo directory project is open to homeowners and renters – we 

hope all of you will parƟcipate in geƫng your photo taken. 
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Stay tuned for more details to be announced in future newsleƩers, emails, and 
Facebook posƟngs. 

-Tracy Wagner, SEPO Treasurer 

Women’s Club:  President 

 
WOMEN’S CLUB: 

With the end of the season drawing near, I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank our outgoing board. Pam Davis, Pam Lacy, Lisa Perrier, Marlene Parker, 
and Mary Hull have all been amazing. They have gone above and beyond to make 
the last 2 years fun-filled. Their hearts are big and so much of their efforts have 
been on their own dime and own Ɵme! What a wonderful board we were blessed 
with. I know we have big shoes to fill, but also know that those menƟoned above 
will be supporƟve of us and help in any way they can. 
 
I am thankful for those who will be standing with me for the next 2 years. Jill 
Heinerikson, Patrice Ayala, Reva Allen, and Mary Hull are all ready to serve. They 
come with much honesty and integrity and will serve our community well. We are 
in the process of coming up with some fun and exciƟng events for both the men 
and women for the 2026-2027 season. 
 
COOKBOOK COMMITTEE: 
The Cookbook CommiƩee has had its first meeƟng, with meeƟng number 2 
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coming up soon. Our account has been created, design decided upon and a few 
recipes already entered. We are well on our way! Just a few notes of interest: 
 
1. Cookbooks will sell for $15.00 each. 
2. There is no limit on the number of recipes you can submit. 
3. In the event there are 2 idenƟcal recipes submiƩed, one recipe will be 
included, with mulƟple names of the persons submiƫng noted on the 
recipe. 
4. A recipe box is located on the windowsill in the library, along with note 
cards to copy your recipes and drop in the box. 
5. A pre-order sheet and money box are also located in the library and will be 
there unƟl the end of the season. 
6. You can make a copy of your recipe, if you wish, in the front office and the 
commiƩee with pay the .10 for the copy. 
7. Please include your name, along with your hometown and state on your 
submiƩed recipe. 
8. Recipes can be emailed to either Cindy Mead: cking59@yahoo.com or 
Lisa EllicoƩ: ellicoƩ@swnebr.net 
9. You have unƟl June 1, 2026, to get the recipes to us. 
 
Please feel free to reach out to either Cindy or Lisa with any quesƟons you 
may have. 
 
-Cindy Mead, Women’s Club President  
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      Women’s Club: Activity Director 

    
March brings in the new Women’s Club Board! We are looking forward to the 
coming year! Welcome to Cindy Mead, our new President, Jill Heinerickson as Vice 
President, Patrice Ayala as Secretary and Reva Allen as Treasurer. Our final meeƟng 
of the season is on Friday, March 20th at 9:00am in Retzlaff Hall. 
 
Joanne Anderson and Patricia Lay are co-chairing a Variety & Music Show featuring 
talented people in our own community...Singers, comedy, and skits. Saturday, 
March 21st at 6:30pm in Retzlaff Hall. $10 will give you fun entertainment and even 
dessert! Watch for Virtual Sign-up Sheet in Library! Come support your neighbors 
& friends! 
 
Wednesday, March 31st will be our Community-Wide Volunteer Luncheon to say 
thank you to anyone who has volunteered in some capacity to make Sunshine 
Country Club Estates even beƩer!! We will have a signup sheet 10 days before. Add 
your name and where you volunteered. It’s free! We will provide lunch and even 
music from 11:00am-1:00pm in Retzlaff Hall. 
 
Saturday, April 4th will be the End of Year CelebraƟon. Details to follow later! 
 
For all of you heading North, our prayers go out to protect you on your travels and 
we will see you next season!!!!! 
-Mary Hull, Women’s Club AcƟvity Director  
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Save the Date: St. Patrick’s Day Party 

     Tuesday, March 17  

               at 4:00pm 

        in RetzlaƯ Hall! 

This celebraƟon is completely funded by 

DonaƟons from all those residents who Love a good party – 

   Irish or Otherwise!   
There are no Ɵckets or admission fees, and all residents (of 

drinking age) are welcome to come and enjoy beer, 
margaritas, wine, & pizza unƟl they run out! 

Please bring finger food to share, but no crockpot items, 
please. 

DonaƟons of any amount will be gratefully accepted by: 
Your Hosts: Derek (Dak) & Janis McFee 

2028 W. Michigan Ave. (with the 2 lions in front!) 
OR at the window behind the #1 tee box. 

ALL donaƟons are spent on beverages, pizzas, decoraƟons, 
and supplies. 

 

 SO, “GET YOUR GREEN READY!”   
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       Women’s Golf 

          
February was busy with our Guest Day, Potato Bake, and GNDT lunches.  With that 
said, I would like to thank Suzie Sawyer, Terry Debackere, and Janis McFee for co-
chairing the Potato Bake. Thank you to Terry Debackere and Bonnie Fransene for 
co-chairing the GNGT lunches. THANK YOU to all the VOLUNTEERS who make 
everything happen! 
 
Wednesday, March 11th and Thursday, March 12th at 9:00am, we will have our 
Women’s Golf Tournament followed by Awards Luncheon on Friday, March 13th at 
11:30 in Retzlaff Hall. There will be signup sheets on the bulletin board in the 
Library. 

       2026-2027 Officers: 
 
President:  Glenda Wetherbee                                        Vice President:  Lori McCurry 
Secretary:  Jane Meehan         Treasurer: Norma Rutiaga 
 
-Gloria Voth, Women’s Golf Club President 
Phone: 507-217-9657      
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      Fishing Club 

           

We scheduled a bay fishing trip for Tuesday, March 3rd.  By the time you read this 
Newsletter, we most likely have already gone on the excursion.   
 
We thank those who responded to our survey that was sent out in January.  Based 
on responses received, we have changed the time of our meetings.  We will still 
meet on the Second Wednesday of the month but have moved the time to 3:00 
pm.  The last two meetings of the season will be March 11th and April 8th at 3:00 
pm.  Potentially, we are planning a knot tying demonstration/hands-on experience 
for the March meeting. We will also be voting on new officers, discussing the recent 
bay fishing experience, and other fishing experiences people wish to share.  Our 
meetings are informal and will include participants' input.  We have confirmed that 
Doug Taylor and Mark Fries will be board members.  Deb is confirming with another 
volunteer to verify if they will serve on the board.  We will vote for the new board 
members on March 11th.   
 
Thank you to those who attended our most recent meeting on February 18th.  We 
had very good turnout and very good participation & discussions. We look forward 
to planning additional excursions on both land and water. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact one of the following: Deb DesLauriers-
Eich at 715-821-4552; Bill Petersen at 507-291-7106 or Pat Heinerikson at 816-810-
2862. 
 
Thank you. 
-Deb DesLauriers-Eich 



INSIDE SUNSHINE NEWSLETTER 

March 2026 

Page 14 of 24 
 

     Woodshop    

    
Woodshop clean-up will be on Tuesday, March 3rd from 7: 30 am to 8:30 am.   We 
have a few people who have done prior cleaning of the Woodshop. Thank you to 
all those who participate in keeping our shop clean and in order.  
 
Reminder to Monitors: Sign up on the desk calendar to monitor your two sessions 
for March and April, am or pm. Note: AM session is from 9:00am until 12:00 noon. 
PM session is from 1:00pm to 4:00pm. If there is no one in the shop, use your 
judgement as to leaving early. Thank you for all you do.  
 
Woodshop Meeting Monday, March 9th 1:00 pm at Wood Shop.  
 
Reminder for the can shed: Please crush cans to help make room in bins.  Please 
do not put any other items in bins; only aluminum cans.  
 
Same goes for the trash bin right outside the Woodshop. That is not a public trash 
bin.  We need the room for the Wood Shop.  
 
To anyone using the air compressor outside the wood shop, remember that if you 
turn it on, please shut it off.  Otherwise, it continues to keep the air pressure and 
continues to run.  
 
Any questions please feel free to let me know! 
 
Thank you!  
-Nancy Lyne   
Phone: 308-870- 4286  
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 Women’s Club Variety & Music Show 

  
Saturday, March 21st at 6:30pm in Retzlaff Hall: The Variety & Music Show! 

 
Come and have fun seeing all the talented performers at Sunshine Estates. 

Will have a virtual sign-up sheet in the Library soon for $10.00 each. 
 

-Joanne Anderson & Patricia Lay 

   Water Aerobics 

    
The First Session of Water Aerobics at 8:25: Monday through Friday. This class 
focuses on flexibility and stretching, helping you with your mobility and balance. 
 
The Second Session of Water Aerobics at 9:30am: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and 
Friday are more cardio which can be modified to meet your expectaƟons. 
Wednesdays have become more of a balance and stretching class with easy cardio 
moves. Join us through the end of March! 
 
-Roxanne Hammer, Aerobics Instructor 
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Table Tennis/Ping Pong 

     

We play table tennis on Fridays from 1 pm to 3 pm in Retzlaff Hall.  Come join us, 
get some exercise and have some fun!  We have extra paddles and balls. 
 
-Janis Kawecki 

Karaoke             

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PHILLIP & PATRICIA LAY 

(206) 714-9345 

Karaoke in RetzlaƯ Hall 
Friday, March 27, 2026, @ 6:00PM 
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Sunshine Rockers 

           
              Rock PainƟng           Dirty Cup Pour        String PainƟng     Balloon PainƟng 

This was a busy year for our club. We painted rocks for various holidays including 
rocks for our Veterans. At Christmas we teamed up with the art club to decorate 
ornaments for one of the Christmas trees in the Hall. The ornaments were given to 
us by our founder Karren Amos. Karren also giŌed us with some pour painƟng 
supplies, so we started painƟng more than rocks. 
 
We have had much interest in this fun painƟng technique and have had classes in 
dirty cup pour, string and balloon painƟng. We bought supplies to conƟnue painƟng 
acrylic pour art. We hope to teach a Dutch pour in March. We are sƟll painƟng rocks 
as the residents’ desire but are loving new painƟng techniques. 
We will suspend formal classes for the summer but will conƟnue pour painƟng with 
year-round residents. In the fall we will pick up more classes and review old styles 
for new residents. We are charging a donaƟon currently for each class but may 
either charge or have residents bring their own canvasses in the future. 
 
We conƟnue to meet on the First and Fourth Monday in Retzlaff Hall from 1:00pm-
3:00pm. March meeƟngs are 3/2 and 3/23. 
Enjoy a few samples of our beauƟful work! 
 
-Cathy Richmond, Sunshine Rockers 
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Sunshine Garden Club 

              
    “Seed Snail”       “Winter Sowing”    

Sunshine Garden Club Get Together 
Monday, March 9th 

Retzlaff Hall at 4:00pm 
 
Introduction to Winter Sowing and Seed Snail Planting. We will have a hands-on 
demo of creating a seed snail and setting up a winter sowing container. 
 
Winter Sowing: 
For those heading North, April is not too late to get started.  Those living here year-
round, mid-January would be a good start time. 
 
Seed Snail: You can do this anytime. 
 
We will be planting zinnias. You can also bring your own seeds and try either 
method, just bring a 1 gallon plastic milk jug for sowing and/or a strip of 6" x 24" 
bubble wrap. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you on Monday, March 9th. 
 
-Susanne Ulrich, Garden Club    Phone: 507-351-0647 
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Update: Community Project 
 

Wow, we are absolutely blown away by the turnout and dedicaƟon of the Sunshine 
Estates Community! We want to say a huge THANK YOU to our hardworking 30 
residents/renters who came out to help with the prep work and install of the turf 
to highlight our office area.  It was no small task, but we made a great team.  
 
A sincere, hearƞelt Thank You for the financial backing from the Women's Club, 
Garden Club and Women's Golf Club to support this project and bring it to life. We 
love living in a community where we look out for each other and take such pride in 
our surroundings.  
 
Thanks again for making this happen.  
-Susanne Ulrich and Bonnie Hancock 

Art Painting & Craft Club 
 

We had two fun classes in February led by Cathy Richmond on paint pouring. 
Masterpieces were created by about twenty-five who aƩended. Sherry Schneider 
is accumulaƟng a nice following of crocheters, as they cut and hook plasƟc bags for 
sleeping mats to be given to the homeless. This gathering is open to anyone who 
enjoys craŌing, so bring your projects and supplies for an aŌernoon of conversaƟon. 
We meet every Tuesday at 1:00 in Retzlaff Hall. 
-Jane Meehan & Janee Bledsoe 
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     SEPO Library 
    

REMINDER: If you are returning North soon and have any SEPO Library books at 
your Harlingen home, please return them before you leave. Please return books to 
the book cart that is now located to the right of the W-Z bookshelf (west side of the 
room). BTW, the library ladder is now folded up and standing next to this bookshelf. 
 
Thanks to the following people:  

 To Lalo for building our lovely new bookshelf. 
 To John Chajek for building backboards for 8 of our deep lower shelves. 
 To Linda Quaife for doing background work to help me idenƟfy authors 

who have book series that we might want to add to. 
 To Ralph Peterson for helping to select which of our birding books we 

should keep. 
 To whomever donated $10 to the library. I used the money to buy 

baƩeries for our label maker. 
 
I have almost completed a “deep purge” of our library books.  Almost all the books 
remaining on the shelves either have a raƟng of 4.0 or higher on Goodreads and/or 
are known to be taken home by residents to read. Over 100 “new” used books have 
been added to the library this month, adding to series of books by specific authors, 
such as Brad Thor, Karin Slaughter, John Sandford, William Johnstone, Jean Auel, 
Colleen Coble, C. J. Box, Robyn Carr, Clive Cussler, and Wanda BrunsteƩer. 
 
Last month, I provided a list of some of the books on our shelves that have inspired 
films and TV shows. Here are more examples. Unless indicated, the books are 
located in the ficƟon secƟon. 

 Hugh Ambrose: The Pacific (companion book to HBO miniseries; non-ficƟon) 
 Mark Bowden: Black Hawk Down (non-ficƟon) 
 Robert Edsel: The Monuments Men (non-ficƟon) 
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 Stephanie Meyer: The Twilight series of films 
 David Baldacci: Absolute Power, One Summer, 5 books in the King & Maxwell 

series 
 James PaƩerson: several books in the Alex Cross series, Maximum Ride, 

Suzanne’s Diary for Nicholas, Sundays at Tiffany’s 
 Jane Austen: many adaptaƟons of Pride & Prejudice, Sense & Sensibility, 

Emma, Mansfield Park, and Persuasion 
 Alexander McCall Smith: The No. 1 Ladies’ DetecƟve Agency 
 Nicholas Sparks: The Choice, The Longest Ride, The Best of Me, Safe Haven, 

Dear John, The Last Song 
 Craig Johnson: Longmire mystery series 
 Agatha ChrisƟe: too many adaptaƟons to list here! 

 
Wishing you save travels and happy reading! 
-Reva Allen 

 

Neighborhood Watch 

                                          
 

SUNSHINE CC ESTATES – NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH – CERT 

Third Monday Each Month – Retzlaff Hall – 3:00pm Sharp 

Visit the NW-CERT Display in the Library/Lounge for additional Neighborhood 
Watch information & volunteer opportunities. Postings are kept current. 

Thank You! 

-Lenore Combs                                                            Phone: 956-245-1276 
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          From the Editor 

              

Well, that’s a wrap for the 2025-2026 Season of the Sunshine NewsleƩer. I certainly 
learned A LOT and made many wonderful friends!  Despite my somewhat limited 
computer skills, I feel that I have made some progress.  For example, my ediƟng and 
correcƟng has greatly improved since the above photo was taken!!! 

I genuinely appreciate all the kind words of encouragement that I have received 
from many or you! I must, once again, thank Beth Parrish for her guidance, advice, 
& paƟence. Your assistance has helped me enter the “scary” world of technology.  

I also want to thank Pam Davis, our reƟred Women’s Club President, who was SO 
happy to get someone to take over the NewsleƩer.  LiƩle did she know she was 
indeed “hiring” a total novice! Thanks for your kind words, Pam! 

Last, but surely not least, I would like to thank my Dear Friend, Tracy Wagner. Tracy 
gently nudged me into taking on this challenge. Her “You can do this, Cyndi!” 
encouragement means so much to me! 

I wish all my Sunshine Friends a Happy and Healthy Summer! The Sunshine 
NewsleƩer will return in October 2026! 

Much Love & Many Blessings!                     
-Cyndi Skidmore, SEPO NewsleƩer Editor  
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